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APPENDIX A TO PART 15—LOCATION IN-
FORMATION FOR HUD FOIA READING 
ROOMS AND CONTACT INFORMATION 
FOR REGIONAL COUNSEL 

The Department maintains a reading room 
in Headquarters and in each of the Sec-
retary’s Representative’s Offices. In addi-
tion, each of the Secretary’s Representa-
tive’s Offices has a Regional Counsel. The lo-
cation and contact information for HUD’s 
FOIA Reading Rooms and for the Regional 
Counsel can be found in HUD’s Local Office 
Directory, on HUD’s Internet site at http:// 
www.hud.gov. 

[73 FR 72207, Nov. 26, 2008] 

PART 16—IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 

Sec. 
16.1 Purpose and statement of policy. 
16.2 Definitions. 
16.3 Procedures for inquiries. 
16.4 Requests for access; requirements. 
16.5 Disclosure of requested information to 

individuals. 
16.6 Initial denial of access. 
16.7 Administrative review of initial denial 

of access. 
16.8 Request for correction or amendment 

to record. 
16.9 Agency procedures upon request for 

correction or amendment of record. 
16.10 Appeal of initial adverse agency deter-

mination on correction or amendment. 
16.11 Disclosure of record to person other 

than the individual to whom it pertains. 
16.12 Fees. 
16.13 Penalties. 
16.14 General exemptions. 
16.15 Specific exemptions. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552(a); 42 U.S.C. 
3535(d). 

SOURCE: 40 FR 39729, Aug. 28, 1975, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 16.1 Purpose and statement of policy. 
(a) The purpose of this part is to es-

tablish policies and procedures for im-
plementing the Privacy Act of 1974 
(Pub. L. 93–579), 5 U.S.C. 552(a). The 
main objectives are to facilitate full 
exercise of rights conferred on individ-
uals under the Act and to insure the 
protection of privacy as to individuals 
about whom the Department maintains 
records in systems of records under the 
Act. The Department accepts the re-
sponsibility to act promptly and in ac-
cordance with the Act upon receipt of 
any inquiry, request or appeal from a 

citizen of the United States or an alien 
lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence into the United States, regard-
less of the age of the individual. 

(b) Further, the Department accepts 
the obligations to maintain only such 
information on individuals as is rel-
evant and necessary to the perform-
ance of its lawful functions, to main-
tain that information with such accu-
racy, relevancy, timeliness and com-
pleteness as is reasonably necessary to 
assure fairness in determinations made 
by the Department about the indi-
vidual, to obtain information from the 
individual to the extent practicable, 
and to take every reasonable step to 
protect that information from unwar-
ranted disclosure. The Department will 
maintain no record describing how an 
individual exercises rights guaranteed 
by the First Amendment unless ex-
pressly authorized by statute or by the 
individual about whom the record is 
maintained or unless pertinent to and 
within the scope of an authorized law 
enforcement activity. 

(c) This part applies to all organiza-
tional components in the Department 
in order to assure the maximum 
amount of uniformity and consistency 
within the Department in its imple-
mentation of the Act. 

(d) The Assistant Secretary for Ad-
ministration shall be responsible for 
carrying out the requirements of this 
part, for issuing such orders and direc-
tives internal to the Department as are 
necessary for full compliance with the 
Act, and for effecting publication of all 
required notices concerning systems of 
records. 

(e) Requests involving information 
pertaining to an individual which is in 
a record or file but not within the 
scope of a System of Records Notice 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER are 
outside the scope of this part. Requests 
for departmental records will be con-
sidered to determine whether proc-
essing under this part, part 15, or both 
is most appropriate, notwithstanding 
the requester’s characterization of the 
request, as follows: 

(1) A Privacy Act request from an indi-
vidual for records about that individual 
and not contained in a Privacy Act 
Records System shall be considered a 
Freedom of Information Act request 
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